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Editorial 


Hello everyone and welcome to the November - December 2019 edition of Jnana 
Loka. We continue to keep the magazine multilingual with a strong focus on Kannada 
and Karnataka in this edition, on account of the Kannada Rajyotsava in the month of 
November. So, in addition to articles in Kannada and English, we have wonderful 
contributions in Sanskrit and Sanketi languages too. These are two of the many 
languages / dialects that are used within the state of Karnataka as a spoken 
language even today. 

Firstly, in Sanskrit in this edition, there is a delightful poem of 20 verses that describe 
with great fervour, the experiences of the yearly Carnatic music season in Chennai 
that happens in the month of Margazhi (usually December in the English calendar). 
Sri Raghavendra Hebbalalu, an engineer by profession with an avid interest in 
Sanskrit language and literature has authored these pearls after his first hand 
experience at the Chennai Margazhi season last year and has been kind enough to 
share this with us. 

Dr. Srikaanth K Murthy, a doctor by profession and a multilingual poet, carnatic 
musician, Vaggeyakara and many more by interest and deep knowledge, shares some 
of the shishu kavyas (poems for children) he has written in the Sanketi dialect. For 
readers who want to know more about Sanketis and their dialect and their illustrious 
contributions to the culture of Karnataka, there is also a podcast series by Sri Murthy 
that was brought out recently by the Talk of the Town folks, shared at the end of the 
article. 

We also feature the second and concluding part of the story of Earth's poles and 
directions, a scientific write up in simple Kannada, by Sri "Hamsanandi" too in this 
edition. 
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Shivaprasad also concludes his series on recession in this edition, and also shares a 
very inspiring story in the "Vichaaralahari" of this edition, on how technology can help 
farmers, in time for the National Farmers Day. 

We also have a light hearted article by Shivaprasad in this edition on a conference of 
stray dogs of Bengaluru! 

There are a couple of articles from my end. First, a Kannada translation of the very 
famous English poem "If" by Rudyard Kipling (of The Jungle Books fame). Second, a 
travelogue of Nashik, Maharashtra, a place brimming with history and architecture. 

Additionally, we are featuring a quiz on the state of Karnataka in this edition. And this 
time, as a competition in which our readers can participate. More details about this 
are shared on page 19, and those who send in all the answers correctly stand to win 
prizes from Jnana Loka! So, do participate in large numbers and share this with your 
friends and family! The winners would be announced in our January edition. 

So, here's wishing a very happy and prosperous new year 2020 for all our readers and 
see you all again with our January edition! 

★★★ 
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GSM-based device a 


big boost to farmers 


Project to be extended to entire nation if results fulfil expectations 


PATHRI RAJASEKHAR | DC 

NELLORE. DEC. 13 

Tech sawy farmers of a 
tiny village migrated to 
IoT (Internet of Things) 
and saved one crore litres 
of water and ? 11 G lakh on 
power bills. 

Thanks to a pilot project 
launched by the national 
bank for agriculture and 
rural development 

(NABARD) for the first 
time in the country, at 
Leguntapadu village in 
Nell ore district. 11 months 
ago. to address the ordeals 
of the farmers to irrigate 
their lands, farmers are 
rejoicing. 

Realising that farmers 
should be provided with 
an easy way of control¬ 
ling/operating their moto¬ 
rs at their convenience, 
without the burden of tra¬ 
velling all the way to the 
farm, which will also lead 
to efficient usage of both 
power and ground water. 
NABARD had supplied a 
GSM-based controller dev¬ 
ice named as ‘Kisan Raja' 
to 50 odd farmers in Legu 
ntapadu village and neigh¬ 
bouring villages near 
Nellore The device allows 
farmers to control agricul¬ 
ture pumps using their 
mobile phone from any¬ 
where at any time. 

It may be mentioned 
here that the power supply 
to agriculture is limited to 
a few hours per day owing 
to the acute shortage of 
power in the state. 

Power for the agricul¬ 
ture sector is mostly pro¬ 
vided during non-peak 
hours, mostly at night. 
Even in the allotted time 
period. however, power 
supply is untimely erratic 
and highly unreliable, 
with frequent power cuts 
and low' voltages. 

Moreover, there is con¬ 
siderable human risk 
involved due to the farm¬ 
ers operating their motors 
during nights and on 
rainy days. There are sev¬ 
eral instances where 
farmers became victims to 
wild animals and snakes 
while travelling to their 
fields during nights to 
switch on the pump sets. 

To avoid going to the fie¬ 
lds during nights, farmers 
switch on the pump motor 
and leave it 'on' for the 
whole night even if the 
farm is filled with water 


■ Reduces number 
of visits to the farm. 
m Eliminates the 
threat to physical 
safety of the farm¬ 
ers as they do not 
have to travel to the 
farms during nights 
<9 pm - 5 am). 

■ Reduced the 
pump damages due 
to the issues like 
low/high voltages, 
over load, phase 
reversal, dry run. 
etc and associated 
cost involved in 
repairing the same. 


since power is supplied for 
agricultural needs during 
the night hour . They don't 
bother about wasting two 
critical resources, water 
and power. 

The other disadvantage 
is that the water tables are 
falling w'hich results in 
increase in the suction of 
tube wells and increases 
the energy consumed. 

Sharing the details of 
the project with this news¬ 
paper. district develop 


■ Enhances focus 
on other productive 
work in the saved 
time. 

m Saves fuel costs 
(for farmers who 
use motor bikes to 
commute to their 
farms). 

m Saving water and 
electricity by elimi¬ 
nating auto switches. 
m Reduces the 
physical effort and 
inconvenience of 
visiting the farms to 
operate the motor. 


ment manager of 

NABARD. Nellore. M. Ravi 
Singh expressed satisfac¬ 
tion over the project. He 
said that each GSM-based 
controller costs about Rs. 
6000 and they have given it 
free of charge 

Referring to the data bei¬ 
ng collected with respect 
to water usage and power 
consumption etc. be said 
NABARD may extend the 
yearlong project to the 
entire nation if the final 


FARMERS 
DELIGHTED WITH 
‘KISAN RAJA* 

DC CORRESPON DENT 

NELLORE. DEC. 13 

A progressive farmer and 
CEO of KPL MACT 
(kovur port u pu laksbmi 
mutually aided coopera¬ 
tive society) and associate 
of the national bank for 
agriculture and rural 
development (NABARD) 
in the project of having 
farmers migrate to the 
Internet of Things (loT). 
Gunapati Bhupesh Roddy 
said that they have select¬ 
ed farmers each cultivat¬ 
ing lilies, vegetables, ban¬ 
ana and paddy for the 
project. 

He said it bad helped to 
know' the consumption of 
water for each crop. Str¬ 
essing that tapping grou¬ 
ndwater with subsidised 
power provided by the st¬ 
ate has only encouraged 
in indiscriminate sinking 
of bore wells by farmers, 
be said. The controller 
device ‘Kisan Raja* has 
put an end to the over-exp¬ 
loitation of ground water 
beyond recharging capac¬ 
ity. 

A beneficiary of the pro¬ 
gramme, K S a rath Reddy 
said farmers using the 
controller device are very 
happy as they are able to 
operate the motors with 
out going to the farm and 
also receiving alert mes¬ 
sages to their mobiles in 
case of any issues such as 
power shutdown, lack of 
water or excess water in 
the field, among others, 
because of sensors 
installed in the Geld. 

He said that the devices 
provided by NABARD 
have reduced pump dam¬ 
ages due to issues like 
low/high voltage besides 
saving water and power. 


results reach the expected 
levels. He said the deploy¬ 
ment of the devices ended 
by January 30. 2019 and 
connected all the pumps to 
the Cloud Server (Inter¬ 
net). called the Internet of 
Bumps. That server start¬ 
ed receiving the data from 
all the pumps from the 
first of February 2019. 


INTERNET OF THINGS 





A farmer tests the GSM - based controller fixed to the 
agriculture pump at Legu ntapadu village in Nellore 
district. — DC 

m All the pumps are linked to the Cloud Server 
(Internet), called the Internet of Pumps. That 
server started receiving the data from all the 
pumps from the first of February, 2019. 


ADVANTAGES OF KISAN RAJA USAGE 


m Reduces the cost for the farmer as he 
does not have to employ people to operate 
motors during different times of the day 
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Chennai Margazhi season in verses 

- SftTCRfc?!: UW.THT. 

A few verses written on the experiences at Chennai Margazhi Music season 2018 

n i n 

May Lord Vishnu as Parthasarathi and Lord Shankara as KapalTshvara (who is 
auspicious despite donning skulls), residing on the shores of the sea protect you. 

* rei**> WuflAlWH 3Tlf3cre iRrw1i%ft I 
dfrldlrMfcl 3TRcSfta II2 II 

In this beautiful city of Madras, ruled by the English, a festival of music was started in 
the cool month of Dhanus. 

cflf ar^ ifrcrlQ ^IftcnrepTRlft I 

^?1H 8 f TT3Tfq|l 3 II 

In whose streets bloom concert-flowers, and attracted by their fragrance, are those 
connoisseur-bees. 


fljfld»JRId *4ld1 I 

^ 1 3ftSaT II4 II 

Well-known across countries as the music season, this season creates Spring even in 
the cold month of Hemanta. 

*fw^«jfdMg >^ 3fm dd R i d gjEr I 
^*ld i ci» i <<ilHW mi enpfaparerm n 511 

In the muck of traffic and stench grows a white spotless Lotus named the Music 
Academy, which is a smug seat for SarasvatT. 
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Em <m ^ w i <|<d i cici» i i 

fgcRte mfljjg l fd ^ WI»Qu | d 'I' Hgl II6 II 

What a surprise that those who praise are worshipped in these sabhas! And the 
Almighty too blesses them in the form of the listeners. 

d wmfln i wwtfl I 

jfl del m i RfHgK<m i fd at13 ?it «rfg? 11711 

Goddess SarasvatT, seated in the lotus-minds of the learned, comes out occasionally, 
through the doors of songs and instruments. 

*WT 7 1 fr l Eid I flWP I i fj}t| i R( hti 

clfwtl l trar «| | Ut| | : <yHlf»4<d41*l3>: ll 8 II 

Just as Goddess Ganga is worshipped using her own water, Goddess Van! too is 
adored using her own flowers. 

M l d»u4 w<i Hf< cflul 3I 

<MV! dctbRu i Ah cl l uRmfumu^HH II9 II 

% 

(One on the VTna) 0 VTna, after listening to your sonorous sound, it is clear why you 
adorn the hands of SarasvatT. 

d i uflM i Rag i Jil at EUtwl firar^it i 

fiRPti rer QmWI xt cft^TsNt^n moil 

In the battle for Goddess SarasvatTs hands, there were two winners. Virinchi (Lord 
Brahma) & Vipanchi (the VTna) as they are capable of creating worlds. 
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ra^M i d«*rc> <w: i 

dlSbi aiRci n n 

The vidvan, knowledgeable of its intricacies, expands on the raga. What a surprise 
then, that it generates viraga (dispassion) in other pursuits! (The listeners are 
engrossed in the music). 

<cHH<dH(d»*l l <lEidH IS c|4cl1 fd<: I 
RhIQ ^ciR^uflF i gci 3cpfer yinr n 12 n 

The knowing artists, who are the officiators in the yajna of svara-prastara, verily build 
a divine ladder that's capable of giving heaven to the listeners right here. 

d^ldldd^Ri&ndlt r ^gflfin i fgtm 1 

VVl Rem *lci si'ifll si$|<iE|i(r I113 II 

The foundation of the magical and variegated building of music is the one, same 
Shruti (the tonal pitch), like Brahman for the Universe. 

d l ff^ l d-tHdgR^flluRcl 3f5ft l 
qn 1 ugtfl 4 s4 n cddUdd 1 f?raT 111411 

As beautiful as a verdant valley (droNii = valley) between two formidable peaks, is the 
glorious silence between two fragments of sonorous nAda. 

(Verses 15 and 16 are about the various parts of a Carnatic concert, compared to the 
stages of one's life) 

Slg|d4 *WT c|U | T I 

^tld-dld J |l &a 4 j | Klc|> l clHld<frd1: 1115 II 

The varNa is like brahmacharya, showing off practice. The alapana and other Kriti 
renditions seem to show the business of a householder. 
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c|IHU43r$cllcW3llclH4lc||<iHlcM4«{ I 
Tf g ci1d»<lcTim: SHTWI fcfimgr 1116 II 

The period after tani avartanam (beating of the drums) is akin to vanaprastha. In the 
end, is the singing of shlokas, which relieves one of one's burden, just like sanyAsa. 


g fld l fo i gH'lMcHlQHM I H I 

tSlfdte a ld i RiRd i ^ i d 

crr^m^s^r ii 17 ii 

Those resplendent on the music stage, are akin to icebergs in an icy cold ocean. Their 
white fame is seen from afar, but neither is their depth or weight seen. (That is, the 
hard work & practice that artists do behind the scenes remains unseen) 


3W1^»T ■WH WI: «|Q: I 

Ud: ■Hi**! 1118 II 

In the sabha is the bliss of rasa. Outside, however is the pleasure of the palate 
(rasana). That sabha where both are satisfied is verily like sudharma (God Indra's 
sabha) 


?mt u i Q nn r qdfim*ici: n 1911 

Just as bees roam from flower to flower desirous of nectar, those that thirst after the 
ambrosia of music hop from sabha to sabha. 

cEPlfrqf 4sl l«ri c|»MHcW 

Qg i 4 j jti hpT njt ai j i d 112011 

For the ears is the nectar of music, for the eyes is the colourful grandeur, for the 
palate is tasty food, in the month of Marghazhi in Chennai. The world is Rasa. 
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The Temple Town of Noshik 

Venkateshprasanna 

The city of Nashik in Maharashtra has a long history dating back to the times of 
Ramayana, and is even today, home to some special historical and architectural 
marvels in and around it. It is one of the four places where the holy Kumbh happens, 
Haridwar, Prayag and Ujjain being the other three cities. In Ramayana, exiled for 14 
years from Ayodhya, Rama spent a lot of his time in the forests of Panchavati on the 
banks of river Godavari along with Sita and Lakshmana. Panchavati today is a part of 
the Nashik. Nashik itself is said to derive its name from the incident of Lakshmana 
cutting off the nose of Shurpanakha, sister of Ravana. Nasika is Sanskrit, of course, 
means nose. The Aranya Kanda of Ramayana, is hence, set in and around Nashik. 

The Godavari Ghats and the Surrounding Temples 

The main ghats within the city is Ramkund, which separates the Panchavati area from 
the rest of the city. The calm Godavari River makes its way slowly through the city, via 
these ghats. (Pic 1) 
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Ramkund is surrounded by many temples, small and big, but the architecturally 
important ones strike you right away as you look around. Most of these temples were 
constructed in late 17th century and in early parts of the 18th century, by the mighty 
Peshwas and the Holkars of Indore. Right opposite the main ghat of Ramkund is 
what locals refer to as the Gora Nandi Temple (Pic 2) - an 18th century Shiva Temple 
that has a relatively newly placed marble statue of Nandi, leading to its popular name. 
The temple, like many others in the region and of that time, has 3 shrines one behind 
the other - a smaller outermost open hall that hosts the Nandi with a dome shaped 
shrine on top, a middle larger closed hall, and the main sanctum that hosts the Shiva 
Linga, covered by the elongated Nagara style shrine. 

Not far away from this temple is the famous Naroshankara Temple (Pic 4), another 
huge Shiva temple built on top of a pedestal with intricate carvings on the outer walls. 
Naroshankar Temple also has three shrines with the innermost one being the 
sanctum, and has three additional horizontal shrines on the outside entrance, and the 
one at the centre houses the famous "Naroshankar Bell", in memory of the victory 
over the Portuguese. The temple, dedicated to Rameshwara was built in 1747 by 
Naroshankar Rajebahaddur. While the Nagara style main shrine oozes symmetry and 
perfection, the large middle shrine is equally impressive with carvings of elephants 
and lions. The outer walls contain detailed carvings of Dattatreya, Ganesha, Kala 
Bhairava, meditating sages and more. 


Right opposite the Naroshankar Temple on the other side of the ghats is the 
Nilakantheshwara Temple (Pic 3) constructed by the Peshwas. The architecture is 
similar to the other two temples, while the stones used for construction appear to be 
of a darker shade. The inner sanctum hosts a marble Shiva Linga and opposite to it is 
another Nandi carved out of marble. 


Crossing the road and going to the opposite side of the Ramkund takes you to the 
other architectural spectacle of this place, the Sundar Narayan Temple (Pic 5). In this 
temple, the Sundaranarayana form of Vishnu is worshipped, along with his consorts 
Lakshmi and Vrunda. Inside the temple, you can also find rare sculptures of "Standing 
Ganesha (Marathi: Ubha Ganapati)" and "Sitting Hanuman (Marathi: Baslela Maruti)" 
among others. 
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There are more temples within the radius of a couple of kilometres of Ramkund, 
including the Ganga Godavari Mandir, the Sita Gumpha, the five Banyan Trees 
indicating Panchavati, The huge sculptures of Dutondya Maruti, the grand Kalaram 
Mandir constructed by Sardar Odhekar of the Peshwas where Dr. Ambedkar fought to 
achieve entry for everyone, and more. 
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Triambakeshwar Jyotirlinga and Kushavarta 

The Triambakeshwar Temple (Pic 6), one of the twelve Jyotirlingas across India, is 
about 28 kms away from the Nashik city. Brahmagiri Hill, which provides a great 
backdrop for the temple, is where River Godavari takes birth. According to a popular 
belief, Sage Gowtama performed penance on top of the hill to please Shiva and get 
River Ganga to flow at Triambakeshwar, to wash off his sin of accidentally killing a 
cow. Ganga came, in the form of Godavari, but was tough to find and contain as she 
flew down the hill and through the hermitage of Gowtama. He covered up a section of 
the land with long grass and succeeded in containing the flow of the river there and 
took bath to ward off his sins. This area is known as Kushavarta (Kusha means grass 
in Sanskrit and hence Kushavarta means surrounded with grass), a kund treated 
extremely holy by the pilgrims (Pic 7) flocking to Triambakeshwar. 


Reconstructed by Balaji Baji Rao Peshwa (Nanasaheb), the Triambakeshwar Temple 
looks majestic, made out of five shrines with huge and strong architecture. The inner 
sanctum houses the jyotirlinga that is believed to have aspects of Shiva, Vishnu and 
Brahma, and is worshipped all through the day. The serenity of the environment must 
be experienced to be believed. 
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Pandu Lena Caves 


About 8 kms to the southwest of Nashik city, a group of 24 caves capture the 
imagination of history buffs. Known as Pandu Lena (Lena in Marathi means cave), 
these are Hinayana Buddhist cave temples carved between 3rd century BC and 2nd 
century AD. The cave temples are situated atop the Trirashmi Hills, and can be 
reached after climbing about 250 steps. While monks and commoners of that era 
have donated considerably towards the development and maintenance of these cave 
temples, profuse contributions towards their construction were sanctioned by the 
rulers of the time, the Satavahanas, the Kshatrapas and the Abhirs. There are 
invaluable inscriptions from the times of Satavahana kings Gautamiputra Satakarni, 
Vasisthiputra Pulumavi, Krishna; Kshatrapa kings Nahapana and Usabadatta and 
many more on the walls of the Viharas and the Chaityas. 


While most of the carved caves are empty with large gathering areas, there are quite a 
few beautifully carved images of Buddha (Pic 9) and Bodhisattva across them too. 
There is even a beautiful and rare "Reclining Buddha" carving inside the 24th cave. 
The main prayer hall, Chaitya, can be seen in cave 18 with perfect looking apsidal 
ceiling supported by two rows of octagonal pillars, and a huge cylindrical stupa at the 
back of the nave (Pic 8). 

The caves themselves got the name Pandu Lena on the back of the word "Pundru", 
indicating yellowish colour of the rocks of the hill. A beautiful scenic view of the entire 
Nashik city and its outskirts is another advantage the tourist gets by climbing up to 
Pandu Lena. 
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Nashik is also close to the home town of freedom fighter Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. 
The place is Bhagur, 17 kms from Nashik, where his home has been converted into a 
memorial (Pic 10), with a collection of rare photographs of the life and times of the 
much revered soul. Nashik also has many other temples of significance and 
memorials, including one dedicated to Dadasaheb Phalke, considered the father of 
Indian cinema. So, if you plan to visit Nashik, don't forget to explore its many facets. 
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A series on Economic Recession: Port 3 



- Shivaprasad 


Continued from 
previous edition... 


In the last two editions, I have discussed on various aspects of Recession and its 
causes & consequences with a special reference to the economic recession during 
2008-09. In this edition, I would be discussing the current situation and the key 
parameters associated with it. 

Latest annual report of the RBI for the fiscal year 2018-19 (or FY19) confirmed that 
the Indian economy has indeed hit a rough patch. The GDP growth rate of the 
economy has slipped to 5% in the first quarter of FY20, and further slipped to 4.5% in 
the second quarter of FY20, which is the lowest in over last six years. This is an 
indication of tougher times ahead. Be it the recent collapse of the automobile sector 
or the rising number of non-performing assets (NPAs), sluggish consumer demand or 
failing manufacturing sector, all have a hand in this declining growth rate. 

Recently our Finance Minister has made a remark that the 'Indian economy may be 
facing a slowdown but there's no danger of a recession'. This statement needs a 
detailed analysis before interpretation. In this context, I wish to provide the major data 
and statistics related to Indian economy as on December 2019 (Source: RBI 
statistical data). 

1. GDP growth moderated to 4.5% year-on-year (y-o-y) in Q2:2019-20, extending a 
sequential deceleration to the sixth consecutive quarter. Real GDP growth was 
weighed down by a sharp slowdown in gross fixed capital formation (GFCF), 
cushioned by a jump in government final consumption expenditure (GFCE). 
Excluding GFCE, GDP growth would have been at 3.1%. Growth in real private 
final consumption expenditure (PFCE) recovered from an 18-quarter trough. The 
drag from net exports eased on account of a sharper contraction in imports 
than in exports. 
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2. On the supply side, gross value added (GVA) growth decelerated to 4.3% in 
Q2:2019-20, pulled down by a contraction in manufacturing. The slowdown in 
manufacturing activity was also reflected in a decline in capacity utilization (CU) 
to 68.9% in Q2:2019-20 from 73.6% in Q1. Growth in the services sector 
moderated, weighed down mainly by trade, hotels, transport, communication, 
broadcasting services and construction activity. However, growth in public 
administration, defense and other services accelerated in line with the surge in 
government final consumption expenditure. Agricultural GVA growth increased 
marginally, despite contraction in kharif food grains production in the first 
advance estimates. 

3. Contraction in output of eight core industries - which constitute 40% of the 

index of industrial production (IIP) - extended into the second consecutive 
month in October and became more pronounced, dragged down by coal, 
electricity, cement, natural gas and crude oil. However, output of fertilizers rose 
sharply, reflecting expectations of robust sowing activity in the rabi season. 

4. Rabi sowing is catching up from the setback caused by delay in kharif 
harvesting and unseasonal rainfall in October and early November. By 
November 29, it was only 0.5% lower than the acreage covered a year ago. 
North-east monsoon precipitation was 34% above the long-period average up to 
December 4. Storage in major reservoirs, the main source of irrigation during 
the rabi season, was at 86% of the full reservoir level as on November 28 as 
compared with 61 % in the same period a year ago. 

5. High frequency indicators suggest that Service sector activity generally 
remained weak in October. Tractors and motorcycles sales - indicators of rural 
demand - continued to contract but at a moderated pace; however, passenger 
vehicle sales - an indicator of urban demand - posted a slender positive 
growth in October after 11 months of decline, reflecting festival season 
demand and promotional measures by auto companies. Commercial vehicle 
sales and railway freight traffic contracted. The PMI (Purchasing managers 
index) for services remained in negative zone in October (49.2) due to a decline 
in new export business and turning down of business expectations. However, it 
moved into expansion zone to 52.7 in November on a pick-up in new business. 
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6. Retail inflation, measured by y-o-y changes in the CPI, increased sharply to 4.6% 
in October, propelled by a surge in food prices. Fuel group prices remained in 
deflation, while inflation in CPI excluding food and fuel moderated further from 
its level a month ago. 

7. Turning to the drivers of CPI (Consumer Price Index), food inflation spiked to 
6.9% in October - a 39 month high - pushed up by a sharp increase in prices of 
vegetables due to heavy unseasonal rains. Prices of onions, in particular, shot 
up by 45.3% in September and further by 19.6% in October. Inflation in several 
other food items such as fruits, milk, pulses and cereals also increased, 
reflecting diverse factors - the cost push of fodder prices in the case of milk; 
decline in production and sowing area of pulses; and minimum support price 
effects. Sugar and confectionery prices moved out of deflation in October as 
sugarcane output shrank on a y-o-y basis. 

8. Households' inflation expectations, measured by the Reserve Bank's November 
2019 round of the survey, increased by 120 basis points over the 3-month ahead 
horizon and 180 basis points over the 1-year ahead horizon as they adapted to 
the spike in food prices in recent months. 

9. GST collection in the country during September 2019 was the lowest and stood 
at Rs. 91,916 crore and the same has improved to Rs. 95,380 crore in October 
and Rs. 1,03,492 crore in November-2019. The improvement in the GST 
collection is a positive indication of economic revival. 

10. Overall liquidity in the economy remained in surplus in October and November 
2019 despite an expansion of currency in circulation due to festival demand. 

11. The pace of employment growth in India slowed in the last two years with job 
creation growing 3.9% in 2017-18 and 2.8% in 2018-19, a study done by ratings 
agency CARE Ratings showed. 

All these data upto November 2019, which are discussed above suggests, there is a 
sign of improvement in few of the parameters and there is a continued decline in few. 
Amidst the news of slowdown, rise in FDI inflows from $12.7bn (FY19) to $16.3 bn 
(Q1 FY20) is a highly positive sign. Government and many economists feel the 
present situation faced by India is a 'Growth Recession' which means is a situation in 
which growth is slow for a few quarters but not negative to be a technical recession, 
when low growth pushes up unemployment. 
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The data presented above suggests that the Indian Economy is undergoing 'Growth 
Recession' stage. It is in the hands of government to take proper measures to ensure 
that the situation does not slip into actual recessionary phase and boost the growth 
in the days to come. 

Government has taken various measures and initiatives to revive the economy with a 
focus to boost the growth in core sectors such as Banking, NBFC, auto and real 
estate. Let us hope for the success of these measures and early recovery of Economy 
in the days to come. 




Do you want to contribute articles to the 
upcoming editions of Jnana Loka, the Multi 
Language Monthly? 

You can share your articles (handwritten or 
otherwise), with us. You can write and share 
articles in any of the Indian languages or 

English. 

Send your articles to: 

jnanaloka.maq@qmail.com 


Editors hold the final rights of publishing any article in the 
Jnana Loka magazine. 
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